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RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-

PIONSHIP SKANEATELES GIRLS 
LACROSSE TEAM 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the victory of the Skaneateles Girls 
Lacrosse Team in the New York State Public 
High School Association Class D Champion-
ship on June 10, 2017. The Skaneateles 
Lakers defeated the Bronxville Broncos 12–11 
in double overtime. 

The Lakers, finishing the season 18–4, 
overcame a six goal deficit in the champion-
ship game to secure the program’s second 
title in four years. Members of the champion-
ship team include Hope Allyn, Sarah Bailey, 
Emily Baldwin, Riley Brogan, Christiana 
Ciaccio, Olivia Dabrovsky, Grace Dower, 
Emma Goodell, Taylor Hill, Abby Kuhns, 
Grace Kush, Sophie Kush, Abby Logan, Mae 
McGlynn, Mary McNeil, Olivia Navaroli, 
Maggie Newton, Olivia Nye, Jessica Patalino, 
Rachel Pinney, Kyla Sears, Mikaela Terhune, 
and Gaby Welch. The team is coached by 
Bridget Marquardt. 

I am honored to recognize the teamwork 
displayed by the Skaneateles Lakers and to 
congratulate the members of the team, their 
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at 
Skaneateles High School. This is a historic 
win for Central New York and I am confident 
that the positive experiences from the 2017 
season will yield continued success in both 
athletics and academics. 

f 

HARLEY THERIOT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Harley Theriot 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Harley Theriot is a student at Pomona High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Harley 
Theriot is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Har-
ley Theriot for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARK 
KEMMER FOR HIS DISTIN-
GUISHED CAREER WITH GEN-
ERAL MOTORS 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Mark Kemmer for his career 
and accomplishments with General Motors. 
Mr. Kemmer has been a steadfast public pol-
icy advocate for the automotive industry 
throughout his 36 years with the company. 

Mr. Kemmer began his career with GM in 
Detroit in 1974, where he worked with GM’s 
Energy Management division to serve the en-
ergy needs of the automaker’s factories and 
manufacturing facilities. He then moved to 
GM’s Washington, DC office after four years, 
and served as a Washington Representative 
and Liaison Engineer for the organization’s In-
dustry-Government Relations staff until 2002. 
In this position, Mr. Kemmer worked with fed-
eral, state and local partners on behalf of GM 
and its customers. He was then named the Di-
rector of Federal Affairs for the GM Public Pol-
icy Center, where he was responsible for for-
mulating the company’s policies addressing a 
variety of issues, including energy and safety, 
fuel economy standards for research, and ad-
vanced technology. As a result of Mr. 
Kemmer’s leadership, GM has achieved excel-
lence in a variety of emerging technologies 
and is well-positioned for the future. 

Mr. Kemmer’s work with General Motors 
has been critical to the evolution of the com-
pany. Under Mr. Kemmer’s leadership, GM 
has made advancements in sustainability, driv-
en improvements in its manufacturing proc-
esses through public-private partnerships, and 
helped it earn a reputation as a world-class or-
ganization that both serves its customers and 
the communities in which it operates. Mr. 
Kemmer’s decades of expertise, relationships 
with key stakeholders and knowledge of the 
automotive industry have been important in fa-
cilitating these improvements, and he will be 
missed as he moves on from his current posi-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Mr. Mark Kemmer for his out-
standing career with General Motors. Mr. 
Kemmer’s impactful leadership has helped GM 
evolve to meet new challenges in a rapidly 
evolving industry. 

f 

HONORING PENNDEL POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Penndel Police Department 
upon the dedication of their new headquarters 
building, named in honor of the Department’s 
first Chief, Fred C. Dunkley, who served in the 
position for more than thirty years. The mem-
bers of this Department are uniformly loved 
and respected within the community in which 
they live and serve. Their mission, to affirma-
tively promote, preserve, and provide a feeling 

of security and safety among all persons with-
in their jurisdiction, has brought the community 
together in a time when many communities 
grow further apart. They set an example from 
which all of us can learn, and we thank them 
for their incredible service. To the members of 
the Penndel Police Department, past, present, 
and future, we say thank you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP SOLVAY SOFTBALL 
TEAM 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the victory of the Solvay Softball 
Team in the New York State Public High 
School Association Class B Championship on 
June 10, 2017. The Solvay Bearcats defeated 
the Depew Wildcats 1–0 to secure the 
Bearcats’ first program title since 1986. 

The Bearcats, finishing the season 23–2, 
were determined to win the state title. Mem-
bers of the championship team include Jordan 
Bamba, Sidney Chaffee, Althea Davies, 
Nadea Davies, Sam Farruggio, Lauren Hurd, 
Izzy Lambert, Hannah Martineau, Caitlin 
McCann, Lauren Nichols, Gabriella Petralito, 
Hope Riviera, Delana Thomas, and Aleah 
Yaizzo. The team is coached by Phil Merrill. 

I am honored to recognize the teamwork 
displayed by the Solvay Bearcats and to con-
gratulate the members of the team, their fami-
lies, the coaching staff, and teachers at Solvay 
High School. This is a historic win for Central 
New York and I am confident that the positive 
experiences from the 2017 season will yield 
continued success in both athletics and aca-
demics. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LEXINGTON HIGH 
SCHOOL BOYS’ 1600 METER 
RELAY TEAM 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Lexington High School boys track 
team for winning the 1600 meter event at the 
Ohio High School Division II State Track and 
Field Tournament. 

An achievement such as this certainly de-
serves recognition. The Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association has enabled talented teams 
and individuals to earn state titles since its 
founding in 1907. Throughout this time, the 
champions of OHSAA state level competitions 
have represented the highest achieving and 
most talented athletes in Ohio. Each year 
these elite competitors join the long ranks of 
those who embody Ohio’s proud history of 
athletic success. 

The Lexington High School boys 1600 
meter relay team’s victory caps a tremendous 
season. This sort of achievement is earned 
only through many hours of practice, perspira-
tion and hard work. They have set a new 
standard for future athletes to reach. Everyone 
at Lexington High School can be extremely 
proud of their performance. 
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On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th 

Congressional District, I congratulate Hunter 
Biddle, Tony Gerrell, Forest Volz and Mason 
Kearns on their state championship. I wish 
them continued success in both their athletic 
and academic endeavors. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO TAYLOR PASHEK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Taylor 
Pashek, a graduate of Winterset High School 
in Winterset, Iowa. Taylor was recently hon-
ored for outstanding academic achievement at 
the Fifteenth Annual Governor’s Scholar Rec-
ognition on April 30, 2017. 

This statewide program is sponsored by the 
Iowa Governor’s Office, the Iowa High School 
Athletic Association, and the Iowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each Iowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic 
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also 
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Taylor in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that I recognize 
her for utilizing her talents to reach her goals. 
I invite my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating her on receiving this esteemed 
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the 
best. 

f 

JORGE TORRES-MARCHAND 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jorge Torres- 
Marchand for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Jorge Torres-Marchand is a student at 
Wheat Ridge High School and received this 
award because his determination and hard 
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jorge 
Torres-Marchand is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Jorge Torres-Marchand for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

RECOGNIZING THE SKANEATELES 
LAKERS STATE TRACK AND 
FIELD CHAMPIONS 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mia Grasso, Kaitlyn Neal, Katherine 
Carlile, Maddie Peterson, Shannon Roberts, 
and Olivia Gage of the Skaneateles Lakers for 
taking home state titles in their respective 
events at the New York State Public High 
School Association Class B–1 Championship 
on June 10, 2017. 

The Skaneateles Lakers’ Mia Grasso placed 
first in the 400 low hurdles with a time of 
1:07.72, Kaitlyn Neal placed first in the 3000 
meters with a time of 10:37.26, Katherine 
Carlile in the discus throw with a distance of 
83–10. Carlile and Grasso were also members 
of the 1600 meter relay team with Maddie 
Peterson and Olivia Gage with a time of 
4:15.26. The team was coached by Rob 
Tuttle. 

I am honored to recognize the hard work 
displayed by the Skaneateles Lakers, their 
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at 
Skaneateles High School. This is a historic 
win for Central New York and I am confident 
that the positive experiences from the 2017 
season will yield continued success in both 
athletics and academics. 

f 

OPPOSING THE SENATE VERSION 
OF THE AMERICAN HEALTH 
CARE ACT 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to Trumpcare and the shameful, se-
cret process Senate Republicans are using to 
pass this destructive legislation. 

Last month, I proudly voted against 
Trumpcare, a bill that guts the Affordable Care 
Act, raises costs while providing less cov-
erage, and gives tax cuts to the 400 wealthiest 
American families. 

Mr. Speaker, the version of Trumpcare that 
passed the House is so bad, the President 
himself called it ‘‘mean’’. 

A bill so mean it raises healthcare costs for 
hard-working families. 

A bill so mean it makes millions of Ameri-
cans with pre-existing conditions uninsurable. 

A bill so mean it forces states to cut benefits 
and kick millions of people off Medicaid. 

The American people deserve better—they 
deserve transparency; they deserve openness; 
they deserve the chance to read the bill; and, 
Mr. Speaker, they deserve affordable 
healthcare. 

f 

SUPPORTING H.R. 1871 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 1871, the Property Tax Re-

duction Act, which is essential legislation to 
give our counties and taxpayers desperately 
needed fiscal relief and to help bring New 
York’s Medicaid costs under control. 

Under current federal law, states are al-
lowed to impose a portion of their state Med-
icaid funding responsibility onto local munici-
palities. My state, New York, chose to take ad-
vantage of this in an extreme sense. In 2015, 
for example, New York transferred more than 
$7.2 billion of its non-federal Medicaid burden 
to counties. The burden New York has placed 
on its counties is greater than any other state 
in our country. The other 49 states combined 
only burden their counties with about $2.3 bil-
lion in Medicaid costs. This means that New 
York counties pay three times more for Med-
icaid than all other counties in the country 
combined. My home county, Suffolk, pays, on 
average, approximately a quarter billion dollars 
per year to the state for Medicaid, with 
$243,470,248, for example, being spent in 
2015. Protecting our most vulnerable popu-
lation is essential, and ensuring adequate 
funding for Medicaid programs is vital; how-
ever, New York’s program has dangerously 
exploded. 

Our county governments around New York 
are in dire need of the fiscal relief provided 
through this legislation. There is no reason 
New York State cannot identify and achieve 
the $2.3 billion amount of efficiency necessary 
and available in the state Medicaid system, 
while at the same time making it clear that this 
can be achieved without harming any low in-
come residents in need of coverage. If the 
state needs any advice on how to accomplish 
this, I am here to help. The state’s conversion 
to Managed Long Term Care, gross overbilling 
of Medicaid into the hundreds of millions of 
dollars by some entities, eight and nine figure 
at a time handouts to 1199 SEIU to curry polit-
ical favor, and many other issues result in a 
major problem that must be immediately con-
fronted head on. Not only does New York 
State spend more money on Medicaid than Illi-
nois, Texas and Florida combined, but it 
spends just about the same amount on Med-
icaid costs that Florida spends on its entire 
state budget despite having an almost iden-
tical sized population. 

H.R. 1871 would single handedly flip Suffolk 
County’s recurring massive nine-figure budget 
deficits into budget surpluses. For residents of 
my district, this is a dream scenario that lifts 
our county out of a very dire annual budget 
crisis. If this bill became law, you could elimi-
nate Suffolk’s $50 million annual property tax 
levy completely, eliminate Suffolk’s $150 mil-
lion structural deficit, and have $50 million left 
over for combating the heroin and opioid epi-
demic, improving infrastructure, public works 
programs, environmental preservation and 
coastal erosion programs, upgraded and im-
proved sewering or for some other purpose 
that county residents deems necessary. 

Passage of this bill is critical to providing 
necessary relief not only for Suffolk County, 
but many counties across New York. I urge all 
my colleagues to support this important meas-
ure, I thank Congressmen CHRIS COLLINS and 
JOHN FASO for this proposal, and I look for-
ward to getting this bill across the finish line. 
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